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In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be Publiſhed, 
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Where may be had, 


TwztLve Discovursts on the PRoPHECIEs, con- 


cerning the firſt Eſtabliſhment and ſubſequent 


Hiſtory of Chriſtianity. Preached in Lincoln's 
Inn Chapel, at the Lecture of the Right. Re- 
verend William Warburton, late Lord Biſhop 
of Glouceſter. By Lewis BAcor, LL. D. 
Dean of Chriſt-Church, | 
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SIR, 


' OUR eſtimation in the World 


will of courſe give. a certain de- 

gree of credit to every thing you pub- 
liſh. The generality of readers will be 
little diſpoſed to ſuſpe either your in- 
tentions or your prudence. It becomes 
on this account the more neceſſary, 
that whatever proceeds from your Pen 
ſhould by ſome one or other be ſcrupu- 
louſly examined. As a learned Man, 
you muſt wiſh your opinions to abide 
this trial: and in Religious Matters, a 
A Man 
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Man of ſerious Principles ought not to 
attempt impoſing any opinions on the 
Faith and Conſcience of the unlearned, 
which have not been thus cleared from 
all poſſibility of miſtake. 


In this Country there is an eſtabliſh- 
ed Faith, and an eſtabliſhed Worſhip 
adapted to it, both of approved excel- 


lence, framed by men of as diſtinguiſh- 


ed Wiſdom and as diſtinguiſhed Piety 
as ever lived upon earth ; framed with 
the ſtrifteſt regard to Scripture truth, 
and calculated to promote the great pur- 
poſes of Chriſtianity among all Ranks 
of Men. Such an eſtabliſhment hath 
a claim to ſome deference and reſpect 
from her own Sons at leaſt, from thoſe 
eſpecially who are engaged in her ſer- 
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vice by the moſt ſolemn Profeflions, who 
& LIVE OF THE SACRIFICE, AND EAT 


« OF THE MILK OF THE FLOCK." — 


« Truth however, you will ſay, muſt not 
« yield to Authority, and a good Chriſ- 
© tian ought not to ſtand by and ſee the 
© unlearned miſled in eſſential matters 
« without apprizing him of his dan- 
« ger. —In this poſition we are per- 
fectly agreed: in the application of it 
we ſhall be found to differ very widely. 


Our Bleſſed Lord hath enjoined two 
ſolemn and ſignificant Rites for perpe- 
tual obſervance in his Church. To un- 
derſtand theſe aright, and conſcien- 
tiouſly to practice them in perfect a- 
greement with the intention of their 
great Author, muſt be an object of the 
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utmoſt conſequence to every individual 
Chriſtian, whatever his rank or attain- 


ments may be. 


Tux Church of England, in her Ca- 
techiſm, in her Articles of Faith, and 
in an appropriated ſervice for the cele- 
bration of each of theſe Rites, hath 
given a clear, and decided opinion con- 
cerning the authority, nature, and de- 
ſign of both of them. 


| Nor many months ago, Sir, you 
publiſhed a learned Treatiſe, which, 
with becomin g modeſty, you tiled, 

An Attempt to aſcertain. and illuſ- | 
« trate the Authority, Nature, and De- 
e fign of the Inſtitution of Chriſt, com+ 


% monly 
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% monly called the Communion and 
*« the Lord's Supper. 


Vou muſt have conceived, when you 
undertook this work, either that you 
had ſomething new and important to 
offer on the Subject, or at leaſt that 
you could ſtate what others before you 
had maintained, in a more ſtriking 
manner than they had done, and ſo as 
materially to ſerve the cauſe of Truth, 
which I am ſatisfied was your original 
intention. The fact is, neither your 
principles nor arguments are new; they 
have been uniformly adopted by all So- 
cinian writers on the ſubject; they have 
been adopted by Biſhop Hoadly ; and 
laſt of all by your late learned friend 
Biſhop Pearce. 

IT 


| 
| 
| 


66 


Ir is true likewiſe, that theſe princi- 
ples, by whomſoever adopted, are them- 
ſelves utterly inconſiſtent with the Pub- 
blic Doctrines and Service of the eſtab- 
liſhed Church. 


Tux firſt Queſtion is, where the 
Truth probably lies ?—If it is clearly 
with you, the Church ſhould acknow- 
ledge her Errors, and alter her Forms. 
Then, and not till then, might your 
laſt Tract, entitled, A Practical En- 
« quiry, be put with propriety into 
the hands of him for whoſe inſtruction 
it is deſigned, the unlearned Belie- 
« ver. Before that ſtep is taken, it 


* See the Title Page of the © Practical Enquiry,” 
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can anſwer no other end than that of 
perplexing his conſcience, and unſet- 
tling every religious principle by which 
he hath hitherto conducted himſelf. 
What can the poor man think, or how 
can he act, with his Common Prayer 
Book in one hand, for which he hath 
all his life entertained a juſt veneration; 
and in the other, Dr. Bell's Practical 
« Enquiry,” which aſſures him, that his 
Prayer Book hath hitherto deceived him, 
and led him fo pervert the moſt ſolemn 
Inſtitution of his Saviour * ? 


SURELY it is a very ſerious matter 
to trifle thus with the Conſciences of 
Men; and can only tend to weaken 
that influence of Religious Principle, 


> See * Practical Enquiry, Qu, XXXVIL. 
which 
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which {till operates among us, though 
God knows with leſs power and to leſs 
extent than might be wiſhed. 


You tell the unlearned Believer, 
that he muſt take your opinions pon 
Truſt; there is, you ſay, an abſolute 
neceſſity for it *, — Pardon me, Sir, I 
know of no ſuch neceſſity, with reſpect 
to the private opinions of any man, If 


| the unlearned wanted inſtruction on this 


Subject, he would naturally apply to 
the Miniſter of his Pariſh ; and that 
Miniſter, on ſuch application, ought 
to refer him to his Catechiſm and to 
the Church Service, as moſt competent 
to determine his judgement where he 


< See Practical Enquiry,” p. 29. Note 8, 
had 
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had not the means of examining for 


himſelf. 


' You have indeed, you ſay, com- 
te pletely demonſtrated the Truth of your 
* opinions; but ſuch diſcuſſions are of 
too difficult and abſtruſe a nature * 
8 the great Body of Chriſtians *. 

But hath this Demonſtration, ſo com- 
Jete and ſatisfactory to your own mind, 
produced conviction in the mind of 
every learned Chriſtian who hath dili- 
gently and fairly conſidered it? No, 
Sir, it hath not: perhaps not in a fin- 
gle inſtance where Socinianiſm, or the 
principles of Hoadly, or a faſhionable 
diſpoſition to degrade the Doctrines of 
the W had not * K 2 K. 


a Pradiica Enquiry, Pref. p. ii. A 
B the 
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the way for you.—On theſe grounds, 
indeed, your Scheme will have many 
advocates; many whoſe concurrence 
you will not, I truſt, confider as ad- 
ding any great weight to your cauſe. 


You will ſay that you are juſtified 
in concluding, that your arguments 
have convinced the Learned, becauſe 
they have not anſwered them. —It is 
true, no formal reply hath appeared to 
your firſt Treatiſe. But is there no other 
reaſon to be aſſigned for this, except 
that it was unanſwerable ? 


THE topic you have undertaken to 
decide upon for yourſelf,” and, a little 
haſtily, for others too, is a very ſerious 
one indeed, and of general concern. — 
A public 
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A public Controverſy on ſuch a topic, 
in theſe days, was not to be withed, 
and was therefore prudently declined. 
Your opinions were, till lately, only in 
the hands of the learned who could ex- 
amine for themſelves, and were certain- 
ly under no neceſſity of taking them upon 
Truſt, As long as this was the caſe; 
miſchief of the moſt extenſive fort 
could not be done, 


YouR arguments, however, have not 
paſſed wholly unnoticed. Some objec- 
tions have been incidentally made to 
them, and ſuch as, till they are anſwer- 
ed, muſt affect the Truth of the greateſt 
part of your BoOKk. This circumſtance 
I ſhould not have been diſpoſed to bring 
forward, had you not in your © Practi- 
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* cal Enquiry” juſt publiſhed; pronoun- 
ced your Demonſtration to be abſolute- 
ly. complete, and thence aſſumed an 
unwarranted authority, in oppoſition 
to the Church you are a Member of, to 
dictate to the Faith and Conſcience of 
unleurned Believers. — Dr. Ogden's Ser- 
mons on the Subject, though written 
long before, have been publiſhed ſince 
your Book appeared. — The learned 
Editor of them, therefore, was certain- 
ly not convinced by your argumenty.— 
I have, moreover, particular reaſon to 
believe, that learned friends of your 
own had communicated: their exceptions 
both againſt your arguments and the 
general tendency of your Doctrine, 
even before they were ſubmitted to 
the public. Your opinion, then, 
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is as yet: only the opinion of a pri- 
vate Ma; and in the judgement of 
many able and learned Divines of the 
preſent age, juſt as inconſiſtent! with 
Scripture, as it is with the Communion 
Service and Catechiſm of the Church; 
and by no means conducive to the fur- 
therance of Chriſtian: piety. The Di- 
vines of the laſt century, as able wri- 
ters, as fair and diligent enquirers as 
ever ſtood forward in ſupport of Evan- 
gelical Truths, have many of them diſ- 
cuſſed the Subject, and are to a Man 
againſt you. I could go farther back 
a great deal, as far as to the firſt Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel. There have, in- 
deed, been debates in all times con- 
cerning the Chriſtian Sacraments, but 
all Churches have agreed in conſider- 
ue ing 
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ing them as appointed means of con- 
veying certain and ſubſtantial benefits 
in the uſe of them. So that your buſi- 
neſs is not ſo completely done as you 
flattered yourſelf, — You will under- 
ſtand I do not appeal to theſe men on 
account of the high authority of their 
names only; I appeal to them with 
the Scripture in their hands — there 
they reſt their opinions ; and are much 
fuller in their references to it, and in- 
veſtigation of its ſenſe, than you have 
been. 


IT is no great recommendation of 
your Doctrine, that it is the favourite 
ſyſtem of thoſe Heretics who utterly 
explode the other Chriſtian Sacrament. 
I do not apprehend you mean in that 

| reſpect 
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reſpect to join iflue with them. 
But if you will try to explain that 
Sacrament on the ſame principles you 
have explained the Lord's Supper, you 
will find yourſelf in the end at no 
great diſtance from them: you may 
retain the Form perhaps, but muſt give 
up the Suſtance—the real fignificancy 
and benefit of it. 


EN Ou R, it appears, hath been 
written long ago to obviate all you 
have faid on the ſubje&t — enough to 
ſhow that the plain ſenſe of the Words 
of the Inſtitntion itſelf, and of every 
paſſage relating to it in the Apoſtolic 
Writings, holds forth an intelligible 
Doctrine very different from what you 
have adopted. — Theſe Writings are at 
hand — This being the caſe, it could 


anſwer 
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anſwer no good end to begin the contro- 
verſy anew. Your argumentative work 
| therefore, the complete edition, as 
you call it, of your Enquiry, may well 
be left to ſtand: or fall by its own 
ſtrength. — But your Practical 'Enz 
« quiry” calls for Notice, and the Un- 
learned Believer, on whom it is im- 
poſed, ought to be warned of the dan- 
ger of it. It is yet in your power, and 
I am convinced it is your Duty, to ſup- 
preſs it yourſelf, —The Religious peace 
and comfort of thouſands may be af- 
| fected by it. 3 


I xxow how unfaſhionable the prin- 
ciples are on which I have proceeded 
in this Addreſs; and how large a party 

_ © See “Practical Enquiry,”” Note 8, p. 19. 

of 


6 
of various denominations, and induced 
by various motives, will be ready to 
eſpouſe your cauſe, With ſuch I do 
not concern myſelf. My addreſs is to 
you; and to you as a Miniſter of the 
Eſtabliſhed Chu ch, called upon to of- 
ficiate in every part of her Service, to 
ayow her Articles of Faith, and incul- 
cate ſuch Doctrines only, eſpecially on 
the unlearned, as are conſiſtent with 


Tur ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity of your 
intentions I ſhould be very backward 
to call in queſtion. There is, however, 
in your Practical Enquiry,” one aſſer- 
tion which I own ſtartled me. 


In the Note, p. 19. ſpeaking of one 
paſſage in St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the 
C Corin- 


( 18 ) 
Corinthians, and another in St. John's 
Goſpel, as having been ſuppoſed by 
ſome to relate to the Lord's Supper, 
you intimate that ſuch ſuppdſition is ill 
founded, and proceed to ſay, This is 
% proved at large in the Appendix and 
% Notes to the Complete Edition of 
* this Enquiry.” What muſt the un- 
learned Believer think of the neceſſity 
he is under to take all you ſay upon 
truſt, when he is told, that of the paſ- 
ſage in St. John's Goſpel, not a ſingle 
word is faid in the Appendix or Notes, 


or any where elſe, in that Complete 
Edition of your Enquiry : and more- 
over, that very ſoon after the appear- 
ance of the Work, you were expreſsly 
admoniſhed of that very omiflion. — 


This is indeed Enigmatical, and requires 
— 70 
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to be accounted for. Overſights in all 
human productions have a claim to 
ſome allowance: but on no occaſion ſo 
little, as where an Authority is aſſumed 
on pretence of ſuperior information, to 
dictate preremptorily to the Faith and 
Conduct of the Ignorant. 


Tuts earneſt Addreſs, reſulting from 


a ſenſe of Duty, a regard to the Truth, 


a ſerious attachment to our Religious 
Eſtabliſhment in all its parts, and an 


hearty zeal for the peace and welfare of 


every honeſt Chriſtian, is ſubmitted to 
your own moſt attentive conſideration: 
and it is ſubmitted in this public man- 
ner, that it may at the ſame time draw 
the attention of thoſe on your Conduct, 
who, from their ſtation and repute both 
for learning and piety, may fairly be pre- 

ſumed 
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| Famed to have the moſt weight with a 
Man of Modefty and Candour, 


IT is not my intention, in what I 
have ſaid, either to compliment or of- 
fend you. To wiſh to offend you I 
can have no inducement. Compliment 
on ſuch occaſion hath no place. 


I am, Sir, with all due eſteem for 
Your Talents and Character, 
Your faithful Servant, 


(Ch... 2 


March 4. _ e 
1781. L. BA GOT. 


